
of Russian Studies, comes 
to us from the University of 
Oklahoma, where she held 



Chair’s Message (cont.)   

	 Dr. Jackson 
Crawford, our new 
instructor of Nordic 
Studies, comes to us 
from California where 
he taught for UCLA and 
UC-Berkeley. Dr. Craw-
ford received his PhD 
in Scandinavian Stud-
ies from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Jackson, while being an 
expert in Scandinavian 
languages’ historical 
linguistics, is also an 
accomplished literary 
translator of Old Norse 
sagas. His first book, The 
Poetic Edda: Stories of the 
Norse Gods and Heroes 
was published by a 
highly respected press in 
2015, and his new work, 
The Saga of the Volsungs 
with the Saga of Ragnar 
Lothbrok is expected to 
appear in September.
	 We welcome 
our new faculty mem-
bers and look forward 
to working ok



The Swedish Ambassador to the 
U.S., Björn Lyrvall, visited GSLL on 

March 10, 2017. The department 
hosted a reception for the Ambas-
sador. Accompanying the ambas-
sador were Andreas Ershammar, 
Embassy Counselor of Trade and 
Commercial Affairs, and Honor-
ary Counsel Don Pedersen of the 
Swedish Consulate in Denver. In 
his remarks, the ambassador spoke 
of the importance of the relation-
ship between Sweden and U.S., 
alluding to the challenges of the 
recent changes in the U.S. admin-
istration, while emphasizing the 
strength of this long-standing 

relationship. He commented on 
collaborative initiatives in the areas 
of security in Northern Europe, 
climate control, migration, and 
infrastructure development in 
Africa. At the ensuing Q&A session, 
the ambassador addressed such is-
sues as Sweden´s relationship with 
president Trump, trade issues and 
Sami rights. Guests were treated to 
music on the nyckelharpa, a tradi-
tional Swedish instrument, played 
by Benjamin Teitelbaum, CU 
College of Music.  (Photo Credit: 
Kelsey Fuller)

Swedish Ambassador to the U.S. Visits CU-Boulder   
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Russian M.A. Student Receives Scholarship to Study Abroad    

It all began in October 2015 when 
Svetlana Alexievich, the Belorussian 
author writing in Russian, received 
the Nobel Prize in Literature. For the 
introduction of our students and 
community members to this writer, 
Senior Instructor of Russian Studies 
Tatiana Mikhailova organized an event.  
She and Mark Leiderman introduced 
Alexievich, and Tom Roberts and his 
students read selected fragments from 
Alexievich’s books. In early Spring 
2016, Tatiana transferred this event 
to the Boulder Book Store with the 
same crew, enhanced by Professor 
Laura Q m 





It has been an eventful year for the Ger-
man Club! At the beginning of fall se-
mester, we explored Boulder’s beautiful 
landscape on an immersion hike looping 
the Flatirons. In October, we partied to the 
tunes of Festzeltmusik and with delicious 
Oktoberfest food. We also learned about 
the history and significance of the potato 
for German society at the Russian-German-
Nordic Potato Festival and we tested 
several potato and non-potato recipes dur-
ing German cooking sessions. Throughout 
the year, the German Club organized film 
and game nights. We watched the entire 
season of Deutschland 83 and a mix of 
romantic, comedy, and dramatic German 
productions in spring semester. We have 
become experts in the German version of 
Apples to Apples and acquired some inter-

German Club Events

esting knowledge while playing 
German trivia games such as Klug-
scheißer. In spring semester, the 
German Club represented Germany 
at CU International Festival and 
was invited to network with local 




